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In considering the ultimate costs to the taxpayer we must
remember that initial cost is not the only thing to be reck-
oned. The annual expense of repair and the cost of renewal as to
when the surface is worn down; as well as the durability, pavem
must be figured.1 Only when this has been carefully done
can we set down accurately the yearly cost per square yard.
This figure will be found not to differ very greatly in the
case of different materials; between the most expensive
and the most economical the variation is perhaps only ten
cents per square yard each year. Much stress should, ac-
cordingly ? be laid on the suitability of the pavement to the
particular street. Ordinarily this can be determined by a
survey or census of the street, which involves tabulating a
typical day?s traffic.2 But traffic is subject to rapid change.
The closing of one teaming street for a few weeks (while it is
being repaved or repaired) will sometimes divert an enormous
volume of heavy teaming to a neighboring street paved with
asphalt or macadam* In such case there will be as much
wear and tear in those few weeks' as; under ordinary light-
traffic conditions, there would commonly be in as many years.
That is a contingency which city authorities do not always
bear in mind when public-service corporations ask to have
a street closed while tracks or gas mains are being relaid
or repaired. Since such temporary diversion of traffic to
streets that are unstated to bear it has often been a source of
great expense to tlio city, without any reimbursement; it is
something that should always be taken into account when
streets are likely to be closed during long periods of subway
construction.

Our larger cities have had years of experience with all
varieties of pavements, particularly with stone blocks,
asphalt, and macadam.. That they have not all come to cities,

1 The methods of figuring are explained "by J. B. Barlow in the Munich
pal Journal and Engineer, xxxn. 85~87 (January 18, 1912)-

2 See W. D. SoMer, "The Traffic Census as a Preliminary to Road
Improvement," in Engineering and Contracting* xxxix, 94-97 (January 22,
1913);  also Municipal JpurnoZ, xsdv. 24*-25 (January 2, 1913).